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are the words of the 
e addreſſed them to the elders of the en of -: 
ſus. Theſe elders endeavoured to diſſuade him 
going to Jeruſalem, as they imagined he would thi 
expoſed to great troubles and dangers, from the g 
of the goſ] be The apoſtle confi cel? it his. 
was very defirous of preaching .chri lanity to 
ooontrymen, the Jews, who dwelt at Jeruſalem, He 
determined not to be prevented, by the formidable pie- 
ture of impending dangers, ſet before him. Hee 
ed troubles; and was Prepared to meet and. 
with 1 and patience. None of theſe thi 
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s expreſſes a firm and onffiaken reſolution, t to purs | 


ſue the path of duty, diſcovered to him, notwithſtand- 5 
| my the difficultics'and hazards which might attend it. if 
? DE NS . 1 
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">" any known duty; what- 
Rees. ma ai iy performing K. 5 
; « the following words of our fext he riſes, in the ex- 
Preſſion of a holy zeal and heroick courage. Neither 
: 8 Doune I my life dear to me; chat I might finiſh my 
8 _ courſe with joy, and. the miniſtry which I have re- 
£5 af the Loxp Jes,” - He-had* received the 
OP Mics e golpel, or an apoſtlcſhip, of the 
1 who is the great Lond of the harveſt, 
I 5 * it is to ſend labourers into his 
1 vineya a had a clear, a ſpecial, an extra- 2 


o 

2 EN call to this 5 5 The call he had accepted; | 

8 . the ſervice he had devo ted h his life, Therefore co 
Wear it out, or ever to lay it down, in that ſacred em- 

._  ployment, was not ſo painful to his mind and appre- 


"ek as the thou he of quirfi os the work or doing 
x | a ſet out in the choſe 


hehe, was bject ſo { _ 
A his attention and purſuit as to 0 give 4 a noble 


+ of foul; above the obſtriitions an- diſcourage- 5 

Eb og 0 tight lie in the way. He expected his : 
life would be f ſpent, and perhaps ottned by a.diligeos Ml _ 
Fa ful erformance of his duty: as a chriſtian, and 7 


$4 Chriſtian miniſter. He laid his gecout 
event proved his Ealculatig Juſt 


| a to Jeru alem After he preached the 
oy pel there, for a ſeaſon, ane, with ſome ſucceſs, the 
Jes, in a tumultuous. manner { A 5 and brought 
Fin before their eccleſiaſtical cqurt. They accuſed him 


of fubverting their ſyſtem of religion, a 
things contrary | to teas, of: hls, lt He 1 


27 was ſent to "Bore to 17 his 4 1 
trial was delayed; During the delays. 9 5 


"cauſe, which lay * to his heart, ind was dearer- 8 
to him Pk his life. He preached the goſſ 1. pl SL” 
brillen churches, and wrote epiſtles. After a while 5 

Vs confined a priſoner at Rome. In priſon he wWigts: 


ſeveral. aluable epiſtles; which we have in 1 


" new-=teſtament, and which conſtitute, part of W 55 
canon. After he was liberated Pong this . 


inement, w hich cbntinued about two years, he raven & 
eat part of Italy, preachingthe he goſpel, and. founds _ 5 
ches. He went to Spain, to Creve, jp. Philippi: 

id ; and at length, returned to Rome, about . © - 

year of the chillen f 65. The facred hiſtory . - 
doth not particularly inform us, what brought on his 
ſecond impriſonment, at Rome, and his death BUuUBt 
ſome of che antient fathers, and particularly St. Chr is 
om, tell us, in their writings; that he having'convertedy - - © 
by his-miniſtry, 4 cupbearer, and a cone , of th 
eniperor-Nero, who was a bitter enemy; and crael- e 
ſecunot, of chriſtianity, he was ſo enraged, that be orders... 


L 5 be ſeized, and committed to priſon; 
from priſon he 4 Brought forth, and behi 


A. D. bt That he was buried: at 
de, hen the roman empire became chriſtiay 
magnificent church was built over his tomb, hien 
-Calmer, in his dictionary; ſays continues to this 
Thus this great apoſtle to the Gentiles, « finiſſieti 
courſe, and the minif which he had received of tlie 
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b Jzeus,”* by the honors of martyrdom.” Ne man, 
litely, ever did as much in ſpreading the goſpet.. 
moting the cauſe of Cuxlsr, as . That ese 
his cauſe! were exceedingly great and he 
Colle, from the hiſtory-of the acts TRE" | OA 
ſeveral of his: own. letters, before ne 


"os 8 1 
n 


may "be 
etween 
. 12 of 
1 12 and thoſe of many, 7 were hs Nele en and 

| nions, in the kir and patience of Jesvs ;” 


— . ally i in the early days 9 y, when its pro- 
moters generally met with wa Ition, and cruel 

; 7 TH Perſecution. The caſe has been B7 e at ſome 
pPeriods, and in ſome countries fince;” This difference 


b hath been ſtrikingly obvious, i in our happy Ind, in Wed 
5 - the inci les of religious Ii erty have o well un- 
IF 3h  derftoed; and . and in which, ide fairhful 

2 mier 'of the el, inſtead of being perſecuted, 
ba by men of the beſt 


W 10 mie ow rn 
with their Profeſſion and employment? 

dy, be carryi ing me matter too 
„and faying what: 15 univerſally . 5 
e be true. f FRA KAY 67 Me E. er 
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ion; to ekhibit a long 
and troubies which at- 


1 Wich hot to fall under ſuck an in 
do not conceive it amiſs ns eas 
1 8 -before mentioned, to fuggeſt fome of * * 

N . 1 Which y be ſeparated from it. This 
may tend to excite @ proper degree of candor and ten- 
EP  2dernefs, i in his fellou chriſtians towards him, and to en- 

8 their prayers for him. He wh⁰ wears the ſhoe, 
knows where it is ſtrait and pinches,” to uſe 4 
8 common remark; or: to uſe one of 25 
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properly . © takin need to 
7 115 the. devour "AS - 
| Lircumſpe 


ans RE 15 50 t 1 OR 
, is no eaſy thing, even a good wan. 


Gear warchful els, fervent x - od vide Fave, 15 
to it. The miniſters of religion are c - 


0. © city ſet on a hill which cannot be hid.“ 
lany eyes are upon them. Theſe. are not always the 
of candor. and. friendſhip, but too often of ſuſpi- 
cian and malevolence. What miniſter can be 4 00 fs” 
eireumſpect and cautious, as to avoid creating, thau gg 
Fithous intending it, a number of little piques and ends. 
nes, againſt himſelf? He may do it ver f 
an 3 32 2 pe duties And i 1 


innocent, er 
\beghrown in 0 Jock — gs 
| with. 85 mes vitulence of | 


thoſe would be moſt likely to pronounee4 
inion, with, confidence, who Know leaft of the m 
2, WhO (ae what it is to app His n 
ects, t acquire ſelence, 
pays... 
It relaxes. a weakens the variggs-.- „ 
AC | 7 x# 2 3 
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, often become ſtrangers to quiet repoſe, and refreſhing Ml # 
 .- MNeep. All the ſprings of life are weakened, and the 0 
period of it frequently accelerated. Great ſtudents ſel- t 
Zoom enjoy a healthful vigorous ſtate of body, for any 
- —- _, -canſiderable fpace of time. Their lot is often an early | 
N | * 
] 
1 
! 


+ Old age, and premature death. 


„ Reni not require the vigorous employment of all 
the powers of the chriſtian paſtor's mind, to ſearch out 
. the various truths and duties, contained in the ſacred 
bracles? To ſhew their harmony and connection ? In 
weekly compoſitions, to aſſort and arrange them, in plain 
and familiar language; and in a manner adapted to the 
different ages, characters and circumſtances of his peo- 
ple? To endeavour, by a proper application of them, to 
5 . . awaken the thoughtleſs and ſecure ; to lead the weary 
And heavy laden to reſt and ſafety in ChRISTů; to re- 
move from hypocrites their falſe hopes and confidences, 
that they may build on the ſure corner ſtone, laid in 
Zion; to comfort the meek and humble followers of 
J eſus, when their ſpirits are depreſſed, with gloomy 
a e of their ſtate and character; and to guide 
all into that way of ſalvation, revealed in the goſpel 7 
5 The e who ſuppoſes ſuch ſervices can be perform- 

A, and 


1 '£d, and ſuch ſtated inſtructions prepared, without much 
3 ſe ſtudy, and great application of mind, judges quite 
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| erroneouſly.” He muſt have paid very little attention 
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A s to the labor of public ſpeaking, from ſabbath to 
| _ -Tabbath, and on other days 4 ſocial worſhip, ſome may 
ſuppoſe it light and inconſiderable. Do ſuch judge 
|  *xightly? Do they judge by experience? The experiment 
Vill ſhew ſuch an opinion to be unfounded, and mu 

| © "have taught all who have made it, that to ſtand for ſeve- 
|  .  * pal hours, and to ſpeak, with a voice loud and forcible 


Ws 1 8 to be heard, by a large aſſembly, require no 

mall exertions of ſtrength; and that few things. will 
'  , ' fooner ſpend and exhauſt it, Not only the lunge a 
„ order organs of ſpeech, are kept on the ſtrain: but 1h 


. 


%% 8 70, - 
gowers of the mind muſt, at the ſame time, be vigor. 
ouſly exerciſed. There muſt be a conſtant concern 
to ſpeak clearly and properly. In moſt afſemblies the 
xreacher has the additional trial, of ſeeing ſome before 
him, whoſe attention he is not able to gain, by his beſt 
endeavours, to prepare uſeful inſtructions, and to de- 
liver them with propriety ; ſome who, either fall aſleep, - - 
or appear quite heedleſs and inattentive, ** hearing as 
though they heard not; others who, if they hear, it ia 
not with the beſt diſpoſition ; it is rather with a view, 
te watch for faults, and to make urcandid remarks, 
than to be inſtructed, and excited to a faithful perform- 
| ance of duty, A- mere miſtake, in the ſpeaker, will, 6) 
by ſuch perſons, be magnified into a crime; and any 
little impropriety, or uncourhneſs, in his accents, pro- 
nunciation, or geſture, will be more noticed, than the 
moſt uſeful and important ſentiments ; will be remem- 
bred longer, and be mentioned oftner, either to cenſure, 
or ridicule the performer. The preſent ſpeaker, how- 
ever liable he may be to ſuch remarks, has the ſatisfac- I, 
tion to think, there are as few, among his ſtated hearers 


diſpoſed to make them, as in moſt aſſemblies. 


Bur there is another thing, which may be ſtill more 
likely to excite unfriendly feelings, in many perſons _ 
towards their . be an exerciſe - 


2. 


; for 
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addreſſes, and bringing on himſelf the pointed marks of 
Yet faithfulneſs to Gop, and to them, 
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Srixx more difficult it may be, for a chriſtian mini. 
er to give private counſel, exhortation and reproof, 
without awakening the reſentment. of-thoſe whom he 


their diſpleaſure, \ h to 0 n 
wall not ſuffer him to neglect this difficult and pain. 


ful duty. es | 
Tux ſervice, to which a miniſter is oſten called, of 
viſiting and converſing with the fick, frequently involves 


be tenderly moved. | As to many of rhefe | 
may have no ground, from their former lives and con- 


In it great difficulties, trials, and temptations. He 


many times finds perſons, in ſore diſtreſs, both of body 


and mind. Their ſituation ſtrongly excites compaſſion. 
«His heart muſt be hard and unfeeling indeed, not to 
hefe perfons, he 


verſation, to judge favourably-'of their ſpiritual ſtate. 


- He wiſhes to ſpeak words of comfort to them, and to 
apply the promiſes of the goſpel, to diſpel their fears, 
And eaſe their pained minds. His bowels of pity and 
85 tenderneſs almoſt conſtrain him to do it. But he is 
Anxious, left this ſhould produce a falſe pęace, and lead 
them to reſt on deceptive hopes; leſt it ſhould: prevent 
hat ſenſe of guilt and danger, which they ought to en- 


Nom the moſt benevolent motives, he may be deemed 
_ © - Exel: He may grieve and offend the ſick peſons, and 
their ſurrounding friends. Thoſe who have never been 
_ alled to perform the part of a goſpel miniſter's duty, 
25 "which we are conſidering, will hardly canceive the dif- 
-— Aiculties which in many caſes attend it. Great wiſdom 
zs requiſite ſo to unite fidelity and tenderneſs ; that a 

dangerous preſumption may not be encouraged, nor 4 
5 2,7 + tal de produced, in the laſt and ir 
8 5 5 . f N days, an + + FW + 43 


J haurs of ſickneſs, and of if. 5 
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Axor nn thing, in the ſituation of a miniſter of rea 
ligion, will, by perſons acquainted with human nature, 
be conſidered as painful and ſelfdenying, viz. his 
being obliged to give up his independence, ſo far ay 
many of his people ſeem to expect; ſo far as to make 
himſelf ſubſervient to their call, their will, and, too of- 
ten, to their humour ; ſo far as to have ſcarcely any 
WH time which he can call his own; fo far as not to be al- 
lowed to claim many of the common rights of human 
nature, with that free and independent ſpirit, with which 
other good men among his people do it, without giv- 
mg any offence. He ought undoubtedly. to adopt the 
language, and ſentiment of the great apoſtle, who owned 
himſelf “his people's ſervant for Jzsus' ſake; and to 
be willing in a ſober and conſiſtent ſenſe, “to become 
all things to all men ;” i. e. to diſcover a kind, yielding, 
and condeſcending diſpoſition. ;; But is it certain that 
this would give univerſal ſatisfaction ? There may bes ; 
in moſt ſocieties, a number who expect their miniſter, 
ſhould make a greater ſacrifice than this to pleaſe them. 
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He muſt forbear to declare his opinion, with that deceng 
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freedom which others uſe, upon religious, demeſtic, gg 
political ſubjects, concerning which a diverſity of ſen. 
Uments prevails. among his people, Many individuals” 
may be ready to claim a right of prohibiting their mini: 
ſter from expreſſing an opinion contrary to their's., .. 
he doth not yield to that prohibition, he will hardly fait 
of meeting with the diſpleaſure of the perſons, from 
whom he dares to difſent. Miniſters, as well DS „ 
in the day of our SaviouR's abode. * earth, 2 * £1 


be © wile. as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves.“ 
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When they ſincerely deſire and endeavour to be ſo, it is 
hardly to be expected they ſhould be ſo fortunate as fg 
give offence to none. Their conceſſions may not come 
up to the wiſhes of ſome. Is it poſſible to pleaſe all. 
when ſo many, and ſo different tempers and diſpoſitions 
1 Me : e FEY, - . . >) : a ; 
Nen and deſigns exiſt among their pariſhioners ? 45a | 
* n e 247 77: n 2 
DE 2 


1 
7 
4 5s 
11 
Dots 
* bY 
* fo 
* + "id 
ws * 


- t r 
** 
2 


2 Ll x a : 7 
> » * . 5 1 1 
6 1 \ a 3 
4 7 L ' 
* z - — 
4 „ 4 f I4 } 
2 : L * * : = N 
as „ 7. * . * 


Ox of the moſt painful trials, which Chriſt's mini- 
1 ters often meet with, ſtill remains to be mentioned, 
| namely, the little attention paid to their moſt faithful 
inſtructions, by a great proportion of their people, and 
3 the ſmall ſucceſs of their labours, in Lee It is hard 
do ſay what can be more grievous and diſheartening to 
tthoſe who have a proper concern for the proſperity of 
* the Redeemer's kingdom, and the ſalvation of precious 
ö ſouls. - Under this diſcouragement, reſpecting the peo- 
ple to whom he miniſtred, the prophet Jeremiah once 
mmade this reſolution, Iwill ſpeak no more to them, in 
dae name of the Lond.“ This drew. very moving com- 
5 plaints from ſome others of Gop's antient prophets. 
| I have laboured in vain, and ſpent my ſtrength for 
nought: Iſrael will not be gathered. Who hath be. 
r 


Wurv a miniſter is diligent in his ſtudies, fervent in 
his prayers, earneſt in his preaching, fairhful in giving 
Private counſel, and circumſpe& in his own conduct, 
MW yet then to obſerve many 2 his people growing 
 __ - Evidently more hardened and fixe Mn Sickednef 
any who will not give thenſelves the trouble of attend- 
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EAeͤareleſs and unconcerned about the welfare of their 
|. ' Irmortal ſouls; and ſome among thoſe who have bound 
| |. _ themſelves, by publick coyenant engagements, to main- 

ain a life of ſtrict ' piety and virtue, yet walking very 

Unſuitably to the profeſſion they have made; what can 


" ES * 


dec, many times, are Cuxlsr's faithful miniſters. Their 
dime, their ſtrength, and theit lives art wearing away, 
| Vithout the comfort of ſatisfactory evidences that * their 


"> 5 


Labour is not in vain, in the Lonp.“ 


IAA been long, perhips 6 lon. in ſketching out 
dhe dark ſide of the picture of a chriſtian miniſter's ſitu- 


| ation. Still nothing has been faid but what I believe to 
de a juſt repreſentation, and what is often realized, by 
pPerſons inthe ſacred office, This may have led many 


mum 


g publick worſhip; many more, who appear quite 


more deeply and painfully wound hitn vet thus wound- 
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miniſters, of the preſent day, to apply to themſelves, the 
'temark which the apoſtle madeè, relative to himſelf, - 


and his brethren in the apoſtolic office. © If in this life 
only we have hope, we are of all men moſt miſerable.” 


Bor is chere no bright fide to this picture? Is there 


no counterpart to what hath been deſcribed, of a mini- 
ſter's labours, trials and conflicts? Hath he no pleaſures 


and comforts, while diſcharging the duties of his ſta- 


tion? He undoubtedly has, if he is faithful, and ſome 
which are exceedingly endearing and ſupporting. The 


approbation of his own conſcience; and comfortable 


hopes of the Divine approbation. Senfible aid and 
Aftance in his labours, from the ſpirit and grace of 


* 


Carrsr. Delightful contemplations on the truths, and 


bleſſings of the goſpel, for which his profeſſional buſi- 
neſs gives him great advantages. The arms the 
warm affection, the ſincere good wiſhes, and the fervent. 


prayers, of the moſt amiable and worthy characters, 
| Great ſatisfaQtion, ſometimes, ih 
ſeeing © the pleaſure of the Loxp Een in Ma 


among his people. 


hands ;” and “ ſouls flocking. to Cuklsr, as 


their windows :”” And eſpecially the proſpect of thoſe 


cious rewards, which CuRIs r hath promiſed to his 


, atthful miniſters, when they ſhall have finiſhed thelf * 
.courſe, and the. miniſtry they have received.“ Be ye 
faithful unto death, and I wilt give you a crown of lite.” 1 


WII I not the faithful labourer, in the vineyard of 
_ Cunrsr, who keeps the eye of his faith fixed on ſudh 


3 promiſes, be comforted, in all his tribulations? 


Will he not, like the apoſtle, though ſorrowful, yet be 


always rejoicing ? Yea it may be hoped that in the near 


views of death, he may be able in a good meaſure hum- 
bly to adopt his joyful and triumphant language. 
am now ready to be offered, and the time of my de-. 
A R is at hand. I have fought a good fight: I 

ave finiſhed my courſe ; I have kept the faith;- 
# henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righ- _ 
fnefs, which the Lox, the righteous Judge, ſhall 


e me, at that day,” 
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Wo could be expected to enter into the ſacred em. 
ployment, or long to continue in it, if nothing of this 
fort was to be expected. or found, to ballance the many 
trials and difficulties which are inſeparable from it? 


Meore virtue and fortitude, than moſt men are poſſeſſed 


of, would be requiſite to prevent their ſhrinking from a 


ſervice, ſo unpromiſing, yea ſo formidable. But our 


the world. My grace is ſufficient for you, and my 


* 


of their diligence and fidelity are principa 


* 


Saviour doth not leave, thus comfortleſs, his ſervants, 
whom He calls into his vineyard. Thoug "a rewards 

y referved 
to the future world, yet for their preſent ſupport and 
comfort, He hath: made ſuch gracious declarations as 
the following «Lo I am with you always to the end of 


ſtrength is made perfect in your weakneſs.” 


Wirn an expectation of both theſe, the trials * and 


the ſupports, your miniſter conſented to enter into the 


1 8 ſacred work, in this place, and was ſolemnly ſet apart 


. 
Ped o I * 
a Sea 


Auen ordained, and towards his 
_ . Aiſtry in general. rh 
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Sen after his entering on the wk he was Aided 
wich ſuch bodily infirmities, as led him to expect his 
life and labours would be ſhort ; that he ſhould, in a 
little time, finiſh his courſe, and the miniſtry which he 


had received. Still, with truth he can ſay, he did not 


forget his vows andreſolutions, to work while it was day; 
nor « dd he feel an unwillingneſs to ſpend what little 
ſtrength he had, in the ſervice of his beloved 


He did * not account his life dear to him,“ if he might 


ſpend it ſucceſsfully i in the great work, on which he had 
entered. To the honour of Gop, he deſires thankfully | 
to mention it, that he was ſtrengthened to go on, in his. 


profeſſional labours, much beyond his expectations, and 
with no long interruptions, for a number of years. 


| With ſentiments of gratitude and affeRion, he often res 


gects on the kind, candid, and tender manner, in which 


his people treated him, and with which his feeble endea- 


vours to ſerve them were received. They did not 
deſpiſe either his youth or his infirmities. The abundant 
marks of their ſympathetick tenderneſs and affection 
rendered all his labours among them, eminently er 


of love, which were their own reward. POR 


Arras about eighteen years, feebly, -yet — 
ſpent, in their hg 29s was pleaſed to viſit him with 


a threatning fever, which reduced him, in appearence, 


' tothe very gates of the grave. The tenderneſs. with 


which they miniſtred to him during that ficknels, ig 
freſh in his grateful remembrance. Their Prayers, 


which Gop was pleaſed graciauſly to anſwer, called him, 


back to further lahours among them. The ble 


AN, on the tuitous, the careful, .and *udicions - 
preſcriptions, and attendance of his ſkilful a bene» B 


volent Physis, f Tecovered him to a better. ſtate 


health, chan he had enjoyed for ſome time before. Wied = 
renewed Pleaſure and reſolution he again entered on 1 3 wales 
ars, in the goſpel. And AY” 7 
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_ {-»DurinG about ſeventeen: years after this, he was not 
abſent from public worſhip more than two ſabbaths, ex- 
cepting the time when he had the ſmall pox, which de- 
rained him three. Frequently, however, in that term of 
ſeventeen years, has he come into this houſe of worſhip, 
weak and trembling, when it appeared to him hardly 
poſſible that, without ſpecial help from above, he ſhould 
go through the ſervices of the day. Strength was, as he 
deſires thankfully to record, from time to time, vouch- 


Azovt five years ago, he was viſited with a ſlow fever, 

which detained him from the houfe of God, for five ſab- 

baths. Since that time, he hath, every. Lord's day at- 
tended the ſervices of the ſanctuary. He deſires now to 

fett up his EBEN EZ ER, acknowledging that © hitherto the 

Top hath helped him.“ He hath. ſpared, and aſſiſted 

him, to labour in his vineyard, feeble and imperfect as 

| His labours have been, much longer than any of his pre- 
|. | geceffors, in this ſatiety. , His term of ſervice hath been 


pProtracted beyond that of moſt of his brethren, in the 
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Dor e gs this term of forty years, your mi- 


7:7 A 


E-* -. _Tifter finds much to lament, much to be humbled for, 
„9k his faults, defects, and imperfections. His hope is 
in the abundant mercy of Goo, and the merit of that 
Blood, which was ſhed for the pri eſthood as well as for 
the congregation; to pardon # ot has been amiſs ; and 
do accept his feeble, though, he hopes, fincere attempts 
es promote the cauſe of Chriſt, and the good of ſouls. 
ile finds, at the ſame time, many things which demand 
ais gratitude to his Divine MasrER; e that 
pe hath called him to labour in ſo pleaſant a part of his 
bine yarq; that he hath ſupported and aſſiſted him ſo long; 
t that he hath rendered his ſervices, in a good degree ac- 
| Exptable to his people ; and that they have nor, as be 
would humbly hope, been wholly uſeleſs and unſucceſſ 
ful; though it is a painful conſideration, that the vi- 
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5 4 : Ig writer of lis diſcourſe. = 


4 Wa 2 * 
. . a few families of the epiſcopal denomination”. 


of ** and — reflection, that friendſhip ind 5 ö 
harmony among the people of his charge, and between: © * {| 
him and atem, have ſo generally prevailed. ' He fer= 5 
vently prays, that © brotherly love may continue.“ He j 


rejoices with his flock that they have been, and nor- | 
are, ſo free from thoſe reli igious diſputes, and contentions, 4 
whixh prevail in ſome ſocieties; occafioned by different _ i 
and militating ſentiments, and by the prevalence of vA. 


rious ſects and denominations of chriſtians “ 53 


May events, in this ſociety have taken place within e 
the term of forty years paſt. The inhabitants of 'the ' | 
precinct, and the members of the church, are, in a great | 
meaſure, changed. But 5 males, and 10 females, who 9 
were, ſo long ago, members of the church, continue 
alive among us. The church then conſiſted of 55 male 


— 
—— — 


members, and 87 females, reſident in the pariſh. It - 
now confiſts of 42 males, and” 99 females. The who le „ 
number is 1 leſs now than it was then. The diſp ro- 4 

rtion between males and females is increaſed. ie 4 


number of the former i is 13 leſs, and of the e 12 
INC 2 | | e Tr Og 14 
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Tux number of. perſons actin. who. were not in e 

communion with any church before, is 296, 7 reds ee 
boen received by recommendation from other churches. 
2 have been diſmiſſed from this to other church 8. 

e number of children which have been baptized, wit 

us, in the above mentioned period, is 904. 10 adi 

peas have been admitted to the ordinance. of baptiſi 
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Tur number of couples, who have beck joined! in 8 
matriage, by your paſtor, one or both of which 51 5 
to this town, is 279. A few have been married by ma- 
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13 * There. is Lak in the firſt precind in Dedbün s emily of: profeſſed 1 
Baptiſts, Quakers, Methodiſts, or ee known tothe 


are now, and have been for m more than half a century pak, 
4 : rev, 77 
ian * is their miniſter or rector. . Ben 
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Tu number of deaths in this ſociety, within the term 
| of-40 years paſt, accordi to the moſt authentick re. 
| cords, is 529. I have formerly mentioned, that the 
333 number of deaths was between 9 and 10. 
At w 


was ſo during the firſt 19 years of my miniſtry. In 
che laſt 21 years, in which the ſmall pox hath ſeveral 
times prevailed among us; the dyſentery, and f:me 
ther epidemick diſtempers, the average number has 


deen conſiderably greater. 


= Or / che 529 perſons who have died, 9 have arrived to 
ide age of 90 years, or upwards, which is nearly in the 


Proportion of 1 to 60. 42 have lived to be 80 years 
ld and upwards, beſides the 9 who ſurvived 90 years. 
This ſhews about 1 in 12 to arrive to the age of 80 years. 
1 74 perſons have died between 70 and 8 years of age, 
which, in connection with the calculations above, ſhews 


ied, in the term aforeſaid, have lived to ſee threeſcore 
years and ten, or more. I cannot aſcertain the number 


: -Y p 5 ; ; . f w 4 7 WE $244 „ 0 PT 94 vo ih ” > : | 4 , 3 . 
914 births in this ſociety; during the term of 40 years paſt. 
3 It may be about 1100,  _ 2 os 


1 Tur above calculations ſhew, that a greater propor- 


of perſons, among us, than has been generally ſup- 


F  - -*polcd, has lived to what we may call old age. If a re- 


 *givlar, fober, and virtuous mode of living may be aſſign- 


_ *of the fituation, air and climate, as being friendly to 
" Health, and long life. We are bound however ultimate- 
do aſcribe it, to his kind providence, who is the © Gon 


ed, as the natural cauſe, it reflects honour on the ſociety. 
prefumprive argument is hereby ſuggeſted, in favour 


l our life and the length of our days. 
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and go years old. There are 11 women, and 7” 
hof 
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Au number of females, who have lived to old ge, 
n little larger than that of males. There is not one 
han, now in the ſociety, quite 80 years old. There. is 
dene woman, in her th year; and ſeveral between 80 
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Lage is between 70 and 80 years, there are 
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dat as great a proportion as 1 in 5, of thoſe who have 
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Tat deaths, in the ſociety, have moſtly taken place 
d the common laws of mortality, or have been what 
we call naſural deaibs. None in the way of murther, 
by the magiſtrate. « holding the ſword, as a terror to — 
doers. | The lives of ſeveral have been brought to an 
end, in the way of drowning, and by ſome other melan+ 
cholly accidents. Two only have been loſt at ſea® | 
A ſmall number have died in the army either by 5 15 3 
or ſickneſs. | "ol 


Tux three dh perſons } who ſuſtained hs office 
of deacons, when your preſent paſtor entered on his la- 
bours among you, all lived to a good old age; but have, 
for many years, been numbered among the dcad. Two 
others, I choſen into that office, within 40 years paſt, after 
 faichfully diſcharging the duties of it, for a length 
time, are now by bodily infirmities, rendered unable to 
attend to them. We pray God to brighten the evening 
of their day, by the conſolations of that religion. which 9 
they have long profeſſed, and endeavoured to promote. 
Our lee who now perform the benevolent ſe r 
vices of that office, we wiſh may long continue to per- 
form them, to their own reputation, and to "HE: face : 
action of the alk + eo 


% 


Veer | precious to you, no doubt, is the memory 
many in the catalogue of more than five Nandi 
perſons, deceaſed from among you, within 40 yeary - 
paſt. Their memory is dear to your paſtor. . In the 
number were included all the men, except 5 Or 6. 
who invited him i into the office, which he now uftains 
; ens, 
William Ames, 8 William Aver jun. a . 
k 3 Wight, Ephraim Willſon, and Nathaniel King * 

F theſe died July 14th 1756, in the 7 75th 4.4 
| of is and och of his office. The ſecond died jaly 189th 
1769, in the 86th year of his age, and 34th of his office. The 
_ Sel died Auguit 20th 1775, in the ren year Te 

aud 2gth of his deaconſhip. 2 PR 
con William Ave: P een year of is — 5 
e 7 * 
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151 N of his office. Deacon Ebenezer Richards, in 
de nis age; and 2th of his offce. 


e e Aaron _y and. Inc Bullard, 
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among you. Not a few of them were his intimate 
and confidential friends, whom he often met, with great 


delight, in the houſe of Gob, and at the table of Curtsr, 
_ mingling hearts and affections, in the exerciſes of piety 


him were ſo ſtrong, and ſo multiplied, as to preclude all 
doubt of it. And he ſometimes entertains the pleaſing 
hope, that he may have been the feeble unworthy inſtru- 


and devotion. The proofs of their ſincere regard to 


ment of good to their ſouls, in helping them forward to 


the heavenly world. _ 


Ir the names of thoſe who have died, from among us, 
within the term often mentioned above, ſhould be called 


over, moſt of us ſhould hear ſome which deſignated our 


neareſt and deareſt connexions. Tender parents; be- 


loved partners in life; dear children; affectionate bre- 
- thren and ſiſters. Calling them to mind may afford a 


— 


melancholly kind of pleaſure. A cate to he followers 


of them, ſo far as they were of ChRIST, excited and 


ſtrengthened, will be eſſentially beneficial to us. We 


cannot ſee them again, in the fleſh, © till the heavens 


Ts 4 
- * 


be no more. How happy if we may then meet them, 
"at the right hand of CuRIST, to unite, in tracing the 


myſterious ſteps of Divine providence; and in cele- 
Hrating the wonders of redeeming love! Soon our 


bodies, like their's, will be laid in the grave, and be 


mouldering in the duſt. A ſucceſſor to your preſent 


7 


paſtor, may perhaps, half a century hence, ma 
marks on our deaths, memory, and character, as 
now, on thoſe of our friends, who are gone before us. 


proving well every day as it paſſes, 


It is earneffly tò be wiſhed, that theſe commemorative 


- anecdotes, may not only afford tranſient amuſement, but 
uſeful. inſtruction, reſpecting the paſſing nature of time; 


the ſhortneſs of human life; and the importance of im- 


Tuts particular ſociety. in which we dwell, is not ex- 


cluſively the ſchool, in which we may receive inſtruction, 
of this ſerious and univerſally intereſting kind. In 
bon ing churches and focirls, Pede. 


3 
8 
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4 2 | 5 
thoſe which originated from this,“ providence teaches 
the ſame things, by ſimila a r changes and events. $5.8 He 
Ar the beginning of the term which this diſcourſe reviews, revi 
Jonathan Townſend was paſtor of the church in Medfield. He 
woas diſmiſſed from his office, October gth 1769. Rev. Thomas 
Prentiſs was inducted into the paſtoral office in that town, October 
' giſt 1770; and continues to miniſter to that people in holy 
things. A ſmall baptiſt ſociety has, for a number of years, 
e xiſted in that town. The late rev. ThomasGaiur, was for ſeveral 
years the paſtor. Since his removal, a Mr. Clarke reſides 
there, and Foquandy preaches to them. 3338 
In Wrenthayi, rev. Joſeph Bean was miniſter: On the 12th of 
December 1784, his life, and his very faithful labours were ter- 
minated, in the 66th year of his age, and 34th of his miniſtry» - 
Rev. David Avery was inſtalled his ſucceſſor, May 25, 1786, 


council, April 21. 1794: It is painful to add, that that church 
and town, which for more than a century enjoyed great peace, 
harmony, and proſperity, are now in a very unhappy, divided, - 
broken ſtate. May they be led to know and purſue the things 
- which are promotive of peace, chriſtian edification ! A 
ſmall baptiſt ſociety is in the weſterly part of that town. A. 
rev. Mr. Williams is their miniſter. Ee 5 
| Tnx ad pariſh in Wrentham continued vacant, after the death of 
rev. Elias Haven, till June 4th 1760, when the rev. Caleb Bar- 
num was ordained their paſtor. He obtained a diſmifſion from 
the paſtoral office after about 9 years ſervice among them, and 
was, ſoon after, inſtalled paſtor of the church in Taunton. He 
Went chaplain into the weſtern army, in 1776, and died abroad. 
The rev. Nathaniel Emmons was ordained his ſucceſſor, in 
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of that flock. This 2d pariſh in Wrentham was, in the year 
1778, made a town, by an act of incorporation, and the name 
Franliin given to it. i 5 | 
till Septeniber zoth 1762, when his Lord called him awayiby 
death, in the 65th year of his age; and 43d of his miniſtry; Rev. 
Samuel Weſt was ordained his ſucceſſor; April -25th« 1764. 
He left Needham in November 1788; and was ſoon inſtalled 
paſtor of a church in Boſton, where he now officiates. The 
rev. Stephen Palmer was ordained to the paſtoral office, in 
Needham, November 7. 1792, and there continues his miniſſta- 
tions. A number of the inhabitants of Needham got incorpor- 
Ated into a diſtinct precinct, about the year 1773. They were 
N led to ſeek this, on account of ſome diſagreement in the town: 
3 ref pect vi 


mae not yet ſettled a 


JE . 


zung 
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and his diſmiſſion voted by the town, agreeably to advice of | 


Wrentham, April 21. 1773, and continues the beloved paſtor -— | 1 


| Is Needham, the rev. Mr. Townſend continued his faithful labours ; 


ng the place of building a meeting houſe. This ad pre- RY 
| maſter, SEE : 2 : * pa : A f 


5 | tea of the fathers are the children. Many repſect- 


that is wiſe will obſerve theſe things.” And if we ex- 
tend our view to a larger circle, to mark the footſteps 
of divine providence, in the viciſſitudes which have 
taken place, within no very long period of paſt time, 
more uſeful information will ariſe to our minds. With- 
in the eaſy recollection of many of us, the grand Ame. 


rican revolution hath been brought about, which has 


given our country a ſtation among the ſovereign and 
independent nations of the earch. This forms an im- 
portant æra, and hath given, or confirmed to us, civil 
and religious privileges, equal, perhaps ſuperior, to 
thoſe enjoyed in any part of the world; eſgecially taken 
in connexion with thoſe wiſe conſtitutions of govern- 
ment, which have been formed, in our country, and 
carried into operation, during, and ſince the revolution. 
The faithful page of hiſtory, it is hoped, will convey the 
knowledge of theſe great events to the lateſt generations. 


Dao not che private events which relate more imme- 
diately to this ſociety bear evident ſignatures of a kind 


Providence, rendering it's condition proſperous? „In- 


able 


= 


II Walpole, their firſt miniſter, rev. Phillips Payſon, died Janu- 
1 7; — Soy 1778, in the 74th year of his age, and goth of his mi- 
* ni 5 


Nov. ich 1783, and continues the guide and overſeer of that 


„ In the ſecond pariſh in Dedhan a 


3 Fo 


The rev. George Morey, his ſucceſſor, was ordained 


Fog. 
ws W * 


am the, rev. Thomas Balch conti- 


ius removed by death, in the 63d year of his age, and 38th 
doc his miniſtry, and was ſucceeded in office, by rev. Jabe: 


|| 8 1 5 TY Chickering, the preſent paſtor, who was ordained July 3d 1776. 
1 Ms In the 3d pariſh in Dedham, of which the rev. Andrew Tyler 


altor, ſome unhappy diſſentions took place, about the 


8 5 2 1764. Attempts to reſtore peage and harmony not 
pk © 


ceeding, Mr. Tyler was diſmiſſed from office, about the 


I cloſe of the year 1772. He died in Boſton in 1775. The rev. 


2 Ca s 'Thacher was ordained his ſucceſſor, June 7th 1780. 
Tua 4th pariſh in Dedham had the rev. Benjamin Caryl ſet 


buyer them in the Lord, as their firſt paſtor, Nov. 10th 1762. 
1 He ſtill labours among them in word and doctrine. That 
pariſh was incorporated, as a difiria, by the general cowty 
© July 7th 1784, and bad the name Dover given to t. 
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| able ones have riſen up. in their ſtead. The number 
of births hath been more than double the number of 
„ $5. 8 . 


Tux education of youth has had ſome ſhare of atten- 
tion paid to it; and a conviction of it's importance 
appears to be increaſing. * Fourteen. young men, f with= 
in the period we are retroſpecting, received an educa- 
tion at the univerſity in Cambridge. All of them, ex- 
cept one, are now living. Twelve of them entered 
into one or other of the three learned profeſſions. X 


Maxx improvements have been made in the ſociety, 
tending to convenience and ornament. This decent 
houſe Þ for public worſhip hath. been erected. More 
A gentleman of reſpectable learning and abilities, Ebenezer * LA 
Wight, Eſq; hath opened an e in the pariſh, and hath > 
devoted his time to the inſtruction of youths, of both ſexes, 


nn various branches of ſcience. The inſtitution, though new, 3 
and of a private kind, bids fair to be uſeful, _ 3 te 
. Their names, time of being graduated, and profeſſion, are in . 


1 the fallowing table. 3 
Names. Graduat. Profeſ. Names. Graduat. Profe. 
George Daman 1756 Divinity] Ebenezer Battelle 1775 Tradvde 
Nathaniel Ames 1761 Phyſick] Ebenezer Wight 1776 Divinity 
Nathaniel Fiſher 1763 Divinity] Peter Woodward 1776 CivilLine 
* Seth Ames 1764 Phyſickſ Sam. Shuttleſworth 177 Divinity 
1769 Phyſick Samuel Dexter 1781 Law © 
177% DivinityfSamuel Haven 1789 Law 
| 1774 © Lawt Jonathan Fiſher 1792 Divinity 
t Tux firſt meeting-houſe, tradition ſays, was built 1638, Where 
the preſent. houſe ſtands. The people aſſembled in it for 
3 Fr pa worſhip about 34 years. Iu the year 1672 they took it © "75 58 
; downl, and erected another, in the fame place, the firſt being | 8 
doo ſmall to accommodate them. The ſecond, which, many 
of you remember, ſtood 90 years. In the year 1762 it was 
taken down, and this, in which we now aſſemble, was erected, 
in the ſame place. The ſpot fixed upon, by the proprietors, for 
dhe firſt, ſeems, uy Jenn conſent, to have been deemed the 
_© molt ſuitable, ever ſince. Soon after the preſent meeting-houſe 
was finiſhed, the handſome clock now in it, was given to the 
Fi, by Samuel Dexter, Eſq; In the year 1775, Mr. Joſhua 
. "Bracket, late of Boſton, deceaſed, gave to the ſociety, the 
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than half the dwelling houſes in the pariſh, "FM been 
built, -aud-moſt .of the others repaired and enlarged, 
Few ea think but ſeven) have been conſumed by fire.“ 
Some branches of manufactures have been introduced, 
ee e been extended and enlarged. There hath | 
„ ar TI of property, in the church, and 
2 e cultivation of the ſoil hath been carried 
80ò9ĩů greater perfection. The number and commodiouſ- 
gneſs of buildings have been increaſed. A church fund} 
8 hath been eſtabliſned, and become conſiderable. This 
ſociety is become the ſeat of the public buſineſs of a 
new formed county. T e it's Agure and ref] pedta- 
| bility. are advanced. 
And to it's honour,. it may — ee chars ſpirit 
of candor and accommodation. hath. generally marked 
it's proceedings, to the maintaining peace and harmo- 


g r. Aa Was 11. N in a Git, ghpule 4 | 


- @hiriftening 8 not in uſe, a 9 ERS in which it 
> fands. aged and wi wy Madam Catharina Barnard 
| formerly Dexter) March 16, 1789, preſented to the e . 
8 large ſolio Bible, deſiring a "on of it might be read, 
_ pu lic, on Lord's days. er · donation was er - 
— - -©- ceived, and her deſire complied with, 
= - * "TRE houſes burned belonged: — following perſons, viz. Dr. 
| + Jokw'Sprague, Robert Smith and his ſon, Joſep h Wight and 
ie ſon, - Fo ohn Eaton, ae! Everett Jun.“ Job Richards, 
| and Ts Bro er eb des bench 
A HE hi e e origin 8 church's property, 
SES 15 is to be found, partly in ahi records of the church, and 
_ , partly in thoſe of the original . ene of thoſe lands which 
: conſtituted) Y at way roy e town of Dedham. It is well 
1 that which the church now poſſeſſes, 
rs: ded fre ale mr Fo number of lots of land, which 
88 Rae to it. This ſale was made more than 30 Jes years = 
8 y produced. by it was let out upon intereſt e 


* 
* * 


4 1 cceſton of years, was added to the principal. 
© Te robe intere reſt now amounts to - about. 267 dollars, or 80 
" It is Applied towards the ſupport of the miniſter. 
t renders the burden of maintaining public worſhip light. 
ET t Tu county of Norfolk was formed out of the county of + 5 
wo, by an act of the general court, paſſed March 26th 1793: 
Bedham was made the ſhire- town. The public — Faga | 
0 dings 8 5 not till. 2 Year. or two afte: 
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tions were, more than once, propoſed, and agreed to; as: 


. Av 97 yeare ago the walks." with very 1 O] poſition, er- 


| J March 5th 1742, the 22 bodo no nd mä en perſons Ws 


"2 + journment of the meeting, reported a 0 
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1 and in n the feats; gener, 
and convenie nces to be enjoyed in it, This was the - 
caſe when a change of the verſion of the Pſalms, % 1 
be uſed in public worſhip, was repeatedly made. And bh 
this hath been the caſe in regulating that agreeable part 
of religious ſervice, ſinging the praiſes of Gop in his 25 
houſe. And, this alſo hath been the caſe when alteth< 


to terms and. modes, of admitting perſons to church 
fellowſhip, and chriſtian privileges: Few diſputes and 
controverſies have prevailed in the church or ſociety. If | 
the members have not always been perfectly joined to- 1 
10 1 | in the 1 mind, A068 in the une judgments” 3 
„ * i 


"for ter what was generally called, the New-England ine of 

verſion- of Tate and Brady, and a collection af Dr. WC 

© Watt#s hymns bound with it. About three years % — 
without any oppoſition, they introduced Dr. Watts's yerſion - 7 

the pſalms, and his hymas, in the room of Tate and Brady's. 

þ Mach ogg e 7 thanks are wand thoſe who lead in 4 
worfhip, for the dicious an. { n 

pe eee is deere 3 


"relations, as a term of admiſſion. . into. fellowſhip, with them: 
andi at the ſame time introduced a confeſſion of faith, to be 
publickly aſſtnted to, by each perſon, when admit bod who did an 

not offer a-relation. This confeſſion of faith, th Ms 5 - +0 
is denets, bf x 


in general, was long, and contained ſome 


; .. concerning which. many pious, perſons} have . — an 


difficulties; About the year 1767, if as: ſuggeſted to the 
church, that e Fo on more — and erpreſſed in more 


general terms, orp4 
of that kind was propoſed, and pezcea * 8 
. of the church, April 11 799 

whether it might not be adviſcable to: 
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5 . in the modes and forins of admitting — communion. 


they think proper to be don 1 INT ; 
* they & at an x 
Tal form of aue I | 
rr cg gre" engagements, in w n 3 
to agree. This was adopted without oppoſition, 1 5 „ 
| committee alſo: reported the following td of admit! * 
per ö a in r e e viz. 5 " uf 
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+ Aeommittce was choſen to conſider the m 
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1 yet a diſpoſition has prevailed, to permit every one freely 
1 to enjoy the right of his private opinion, provided he 
dath not break in upon the rights of others. This ſpi- 


rit of candor and mutual forbearance has happily tended 


to the peace of the community. Gop grant it may 
- at 7 among Us, More and more: . 3 „„ 


r whether the ſcenes through which we paſs, or 


ttle while, to obſerve them. The faſhion of the world 


ee generally treated him. He wiſhes never td 
be many, many expreſſions of their kindneſs and 
on. UnkipUneſſes, and injuries he defires to re- 


motiaß cheir beſt intereſt, during the ſhort remaining 

period Gov may continue him in the miniſtry. He 

_ earneffly- requeſts their oven that he may be ſo. He 

bas no ground. to calculate upon a long continuance. 

He cafexpect no other, than e' er long to be laid by, as 

= or worn out veſſel. But while any conſider- 
Soha 3 : „5 5 "hs 


tis Sefineimnown; that the miniſter ſhall mention this, 
ino valid objection is offered againſt the 
on; willy fortnight, the name of the perſon ſhall be 
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%« when che miniſter hath notified the church, that this has 


r 


the events upon which we are remarking, be pleaſing or 
* 2 one thing is certain: we ſhall be here but a 
li 


ay, and we are changing, and 


none. He wiſhes to be inſtrumental of pro- 
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« That a pere Jeinngadmiſſion, ſhall apply to the miniſter, and 


-the- church covenant, before-mentioned. And 
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ſtated, ſerious, and prayerful attention, on their part, wat 
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to be deſired,.. 


"viſits may not, in frequency, come up to their expecta- 


mediately concerned in them. 
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antinued to him, he hopes not to be a mere cumberer 
city of uſefulneſs, appears to him an event, by no means 


* 


Tuobch Wiincerely wiſhes that his private inter- 2 
courſe among his people may b „ 8 them, ang 


miniſter to their profit ; yet probably his occaſiofal 


tions, or his own.inclination. Should this be the caſe, - 
their candor, and good ſenſe will furniſh ſufficient 15 
logies. They will do him the juſtice to acknowledge, 
that he hath not been a ſtranger, in their families, in 
times of ſickneſs and trouble. As he hat taken a tender 
and ſympathetick part, in their afflictions, it is his deſire 
to do ſo ſtill, to the extent of his ſtrength and abilities. | 
He feels great ſolicitude for the utility and ſucceſs o 
his publick labours and inſtructions. The {ſmall pa- : 
city he has, as a publick religious teacher, he defin 


| ligently and faithfully. to improve. Still it lies Ve 


much with his liearers to determine, whether theſe ul "2 £® 
deavours ſhall be beneficial to them or not. Withgnrz”” 


profit can they expect to receive? He earneſtly intreees 
them not refuſe ſuch an attentiscsßs‚nss‚ | - 
Tur remarks which have been made, at chis time, he - © 

| hopes will be received with the ſame candor and friend. _ _: 

ſhip, with which they have been prepared, and deliver 

ed. For a publick ſpeaker to ſay ſo mugh concerning 

himſelf, may be deemed rather indelic c 1 


The ſubject 5 
and the occaſion are his apology. - Wh not been 7 
wont to treſpaſs in this way. And this Nobably may —=* 
be the laſt time, that any thing of this ſort, will be de- 
livered by him, in this place. Poſſibly ſome of the hiſ- 
torical anecdotes, in the foregoing pages, may be thought 
too ſmall and trifling to have a place there. It was the. 
defire of the writer not to offend in this way. Little 
incidents generally intereſt the feelings of perſons imm v 
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le ſtrength, whether of body or mind, and even his 
Tie, devoted to the honour of Cartsr, and the promo. 
no their ſpiritual good; and think can fincerely 
Pt the lang guage of the a Wy and ſay, that he «doth 
fl mit ae his life dean to him,” if it may be thus faiths 
W A ly, and uſt ally ſ pen; and * « his courſe, mod: miniſtry 
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ality, iPnothing eile, maſt ; eber long 

„Aigle en of paſtor and det which has now 

ſubſiſted tween him and them, through the term of 

forty years. Gov. grant that he and they may ſo diſ- 

charge the reſpective. duties of the relation, as ſhall 

= om rag Joy. and felicity of both, in the, coming 
or | 
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